
 

 
 

 

MEETING AGENDA 
 

Date:  Thursday, May 11, 2023 
Time:  1:00 pm—3:00 pm 
Location:       Hornshuh Creek Fire Station #14 
                        49021 NW Sunset Hwy, Banks, OR 97106 
Virtual:         https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83755031485  
Call-in Number: 253 215 8782 
Meeting ID: 837 5503 1485 

Contacts: Lianne Thompson, Chair: 
503.741.1715   
 
Sarah Lu Heath, Staff:  
971.328.2877 or 
SarahLu@nworegon.org  

 
NWACT meetings are open to the public and accommodations will be provided to persons with disabilities.  If a sign 
language interpreter is needed, please call Sarah Lu Heath at 971.328.2877 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.  

 
✓ Indicates the NWACT should vote on this item.  

 
Attachments: March 2023 Meeting Minutes, ARC Role & Responsibilities 
Note: A complete meeting packet is available at NWOregon.org/NWACT 

  Action Presenter 

Item 1 
1:00 p Welcome and Introductions  Lianne Thompson 

Item 2 
1:10 p 

NWACT Minutes/Updates 
 March 2023 Meeting Minutes (attached) 
 Public Comment (Limited to 5 minutes per person) 
 ODOT Region 2 Updates 
 AOC Transportation Committee 
 Washington County Transportation Update 

✓  
 

Lianne Thompson 
 

Bill Jablonski/ 
Caroline Crisp 

 
Erin Skaar 

 
Marsha Kirk 

Chief Linz 

Item 3 
1:45 p 

Oregon Transportation Plan Updates   Adam Argo 

Item 5 
2:00 p 

Fund Transfer Program  Brian Worley 

Item 4 
2:15 p 

NWACT Strategy – Urgent Funding Areas  Caroline Crisp 

 
Item 5 
2:45 p 

Public Safety & Traffic Commissions  Lianne Thompson 

Item 6 
2:50 p 

NWACT Business/Member Updates  

        NWACT to appoint ARC liaison at July meeting  

2-3 minutes, transportation projects, grant requests, relevant 
closures, or construction projects, etc. 
 

 
Lianne Thompson 

All 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83755031485
mailto:SarahLu@nworegon.org


 

 

Northwest Area Commission on Transportation  

Meeting Minutes March 9, 2023 

The meeting was called to order at 1:00pm by Chair Thompson. NWACT Members in Attendance are 
denoted with an asterisk:  
Clatsop County  
Commission (v) Lianne Thompson* 
Commission (a) Terry Hendryx* 
Large City  (v) Sean Fitzpatrick 
Large City (a) Steve Wright* 
Small City  (v)  
Small City  (a)  
Citizen-at-Large Kathy Kleczek* 
Citizen-at-Large Jim Knight* 
  
Columbia County  
Commission (v) Casey Garrett 
Commission (a) Mike Russell* 
Large City (v)  
Large City  (a) Dave Sukau 
Small City  (v) Bob Brajcich 
Small City  (a) Scott Jorgenson* 
Citizen-at-Large  Rosemary Lohrke  
Citizen-at-Large  Ryan Pearson 
  
Tillamook County  
Commission (v) Erin Skaar* 
Commission (a) Bill Baertlein  
Large City (v)  
Large City  (a)   
Small City  (v)   
Small City  (a) Liane Welch* 
Citizen-at-Large  Nicole Stevens* 
Citizen-at-Large  
Citizen-at-Large Patrick McHugh* 
 
Washington County  
Commission (v) Jerry Willey* 
Commission (a) Stacy Shetler* 
Large City (v)  
Large City  (a) Jolynn Becker 
Small City  (v) Marsha Kirk* 
Small City  (a)  
Citizen-at-Large Mike Borresen* 
Citizen-at-Large  

  
Transit Districts  
Columbia Co (v)  John Dreeszen 
Columbia Co (a)  
Clatsop County (v) Tracy MacDonald 
Clatsop County (a) Jeff Hazen* 
Tillamook Co (v)  
Tillamook Co (a) Brian Vitulli 
  
Ports   
Port of Astoria  (v) Frank Spence 
Port of Astoria  (a) Will Isom 
Port of Columbia Co (v)   
Port of Columbia Co (a) Sean Clark 
Port of Tillamook Bay (v)Michele Bradley* 
Port of Garibaldi  (a) Mike Saindon 
 

Others in attendance:  

Rye Baerg, ODOT 

Mark Bernard, ODOT 

Jennifer Boardman, ODOT 

Debbie Booth-Schmidt, SETD 

Jayson Buchholz, ODOT 

Mark Buffington, ODOT 

Caroline Crisp, ODOT 

Sarah Lu Heath, NWACT 

Juliet Hyams, ColPac EDD 

Tony Hyde, Knife River 

Bill Jablonski, ODOT 

Chris Laity, Tillamook County 

Arla Miller, ODOT 

Megan McKibben, Washington County 

Madelyn Orton, City of Tillamook 

Jessica Pelz, Washington County 

Ryan Phillips 

Dave Sukau, City of Scapoose

 

 



 

 

Welcome and Introductions 

 

NWACT Minutes/Updates: 

Minutes were reviewed, no corrections. Motion to approve was made by Kathy Kleczek and seconded by 

Marsha Kirk; unanimous approval.  

Public Comment: No attendees wished to provide public comment.  

ODOT Region 2 Updates:  The 2024-2027 STIP is draft is open for public comment. In our area proposed 

STIP projects include: the OR 6 Wilson River Loop interchange, Highway 101 and Broadway interchange 

in Seaside, flood control at Beerman Creek, and a crossing in Goble.  

It was also shared that Senator Weber has introduced a bill to fund a safety study along Highway 30 

from eastern Astoria past Knappa.  

Members expressed appreciation for new reflectors along Highway 101, lighting improvements, and 

ODOT’s snow response. ODOT noted that much of the work of the past few months have been storm 

response and repair.  

Open houses for the OR 6 study were completed online and in-person. Common concerns included bad 

behavior, cell phone reception, limited passing opportunities, road conditions, and landslides.  

Several grant proposals are in including a Great Streets application in Astoria, and Safe Routes to Schools 

applications in Tillamook and Columbia counties.  

Constructions projects underway include ADA ramps across the area, Mallard and Bennett are fully open 

with lighting next, the Astoria Megler Bridge painting continues, paving projects on Highway 101 from 

Ecola to Aracadia beaches, fish and culvert projects in Westport, Clatskanie, and US 26 at Mendenhall.  

AOC Transportation Committee Update:  Commissioner Skaar brought three pieces of legislation to the 

attention of the NWACT: HB 2101 corrects rules within the State’s Fund Transfer Program; SB 635 

affects Rights of Way agreements between counties and business using the ROW allowing for usage fees 

to be implemented; HB 2619 would modify the makeup of the Oregon Transportation Commission 

expanding it to nine members.  

Clatsop County Transportation Update: Terry Hendryx, Interim Public Works Director that they’re 

finishing the Clatskanie bridge project in June and will begin working on a bridge replacement on 

Dolphin Road. Also starting the Clatsop County Safety Commission is beginning to take shape.  

NWACT Strategy: Caroline Crisp provided a draft vision for the NWACT to review. Feedback included 

considering including elevating the groups collaborative nature and purpose as a community forum, 

greenhouse gas reduction, expanding beyond Cascadia events to include all disasters, allowing rural 

areas to access climate focused grants, adequately funding the transportation system, and expanding 

the strategy beyond the STIP program.  

Aviation Review Committee 2023/24 Grant Cycle Report: Jim Knight, the NWACT’s representative to 

the Aviation Review Committee, provided an overview of the grant program. Notably, Northwest 

Oregon has benefitted greatly and leveraged investments using this program. Knight announced his 

resignation from NWACT. Discussion on appointing a new representative to the ARC included asking 



 

 

Knight to provide a job description for the role and for this item to be included on the next NWACT 

agenda.  

Carbon Reduction Program: Rye Baerg presented information about ODOT’s Climate Office and the new 

Carbon Reduction Program. The first round of funding is accepting applications through May and a 

second opportunity will open in 2024. There was some discussion about EV charging stations after the 

presentation, particularly interest in recognizing peak season needs do not match with projections 

based on resident vehicle registration.  

  

Member Updates:  

Meeting was adjourned at 2:58p. 

 

 

 



 
 

NWACT – ARC (Aviation Review Committee) 
Representative: 

The following is a brief overview of the responsibilities attendant to the this position: 

 

➢ Participate in reviewing grant applications that have been submitted to Oregon 

Department of Aviation (ODA). This process begins in November and it is coordinated by 

ODA staff. There is a meeting of the ARC which was offered virtually for the last two 

years.  This meeting outlines the review process, including detailing responsibilities of 

the ARC members.  The meeting reviews the statutory requirements of the applicants; 

the scoring process; the timelines for grant reviews and then the assignments for each 

ARC member.  The meeting usually lasts about an hour. 

 

➢ Each ARC member will be assigned 4-6 grant applications to review and score.  The 

scoring criteria will be reviewed with the ARC.  The review of each application usually 

takes between 20 - 30 minutes.  Each reviewer will have 2-3 weeks to complete the 

review of the applications assigned to them.  No ARC member reviews its own ACT 

members’ applications.  They will only review applications from other ACTs maintaining 

objectivity and fairness. 

 

➢ Once all applications have been reviewed and scored, ODA staff will compile a final 

ranking of all applications and call a meeting of all ARC members to participate in: 1. 

Review the scoring; 2. Vote to break any ties; 3. Finalize the ranking and vote to 

recommend which grants should be funded to the Aviation Board;  4. Select a new ARC 

Chair. This meeting takes place at ODA offices in Salem and/or virtually. The meeting will 

take about 1.5 – 2 hours. 

 

➢ Total time commitment of the ARC representative: 

• 1 hour to review the grant review process 



 

 

2 
 

• 3 hours to review and score assigned applications 

• 1- 1 ½ hours to review/discuss and score the grants with ODA staff 

• 1- ½ hours to meet with the ARC for final scoring & recommendations  

• ARC representative will need to commit to 5-6 hours of time annually. 

 

Skills that will be helpful for the appointed ARC member: 

➢ Experience writing, reviewing, submitting grant requests. 

➢ Basic knowledge of airport operations   

➢ Good communication skills 

➢ Desire to learn about other Oregon airports and how they fit into the overall FAA 

network of airports and the ODA’s work.   

➢ ODA’s website will be very helpful: https://www.oregon.gov/Aviation/pages/index.aspx 

 

 

Special thanks to Jim Knight, the NWACT’s ARC representative of many years for providing this 

review. 

 

 

https://www.oregon.gov/Aviation/pages/index.aspx

